
Keeping the youth of our
community safe.

Does this curfew ordinance
apply outside of Corvallis?

No.  The ordinance described in this
pamphlet is for the City of Corvallis.
However, the State of Oregon has a curfew
law that applies to all areas of the state that
do not already have a curfew law.

The State of Oregon curfew law prohibits
minors from being in public places from
12:00 AM (Midnight) to 4:00 AM.  The
exceptions to the law are the same with the
exception that the minor can be accompanied
by a person who is at least 18 years of age.

Why does Corvallis have a
curfew?

The activities of minors in the City of
Corvallis during the late evening and early
morning hours have been a concern to
citizens as well as City leaders.

To address this problem, the Corvallis City
Council passed a Municipal Ordinance that
prohibits minors from being in public places
during certain hours.

The purpose of the curfew is to reduce the
likelihood of minors being involved in late
night activity and to protect minors from
themselves being the victim of criminal
activity, which often includes violence.

The curfew assists parents in being more
accountable for the actions and locations of the
minors in their care and also assists the Police
Department in locating and identifying minors
who are runaways or abused.

The curfew law is meant to enhance the
community livability while also increasing the
paths of communication among families and the
Police Department.

How can I get more information
on curfews?

If you have any questions regarding the curfew
ordinance or any other crime please feel free to

call:

Corvallis Police Department
180 NW 5th St.

Corvallis, OR 97330
 (541)766-6924
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What is a curfew?

A curfew is a law that prohibits minors
(children under 18 years of age) from being
in public places during certain hours.

Does Corvallis have a curfew?

Yes.  In 1982, the Corvallis City Council
passed the “Prohibition of Minors in Public”
ordinance.  The ordinance says that it is
unlawful for a minor to be on or in a public
place within the City of Corvallis during the
curfew period.

What is a public place?

A public place is any street, highway, park,
alley, or other area where the general public
has access.

What are the curfew hours?

The curfew hours are as follows:
Sunday night though Thursday
night 11:00 PM to 6:00 AM

Friday and Saturday nights
12:00 AM (Midnight) to 6:00AM

June, July, August (All Days)
12:00AM (Midnight) to 6:00AM

What happens if a minor
breaks the curfew hours?

The Corvallis Police Department is
responsible for upholding the curfew
ordinance.  If a minor is found to be violating
the curfew ordinance, they may be detained
and issued a citation by the Police
Department.  The minor will then be released
into the custody of their parent or guardian.

Can parents be held
responsible for curfew

violations?

Yes.  Parents can be held responsible for a
minor who “breaks” curfew.  When the
Corvallis City Council passed the curfew
ordinance, it contained a section entitled Duty
of Parents.

The Duty of Parents section says it is unlawful
for any parent to allow a minor to be on or in
any public place during the curfew period.

What is the fine for a curfew
violation?

The maximum fine for a violation of the
Prohibition of Minors in Public ordinance is
$50.00.  The maximum fine for a violation of
the Duty of Parents ordinance is $75.00.

Who is considered to be a
parent under the law?

For the purpose of curfew, a parent is
considered to be a natural parent, legal guardian,
or other person 21 years of age or over and
authorized by the parent or by law to have care
and custody of the minor.

Are there any exceptions to the
curfew law?

Yes.  There are exceptions that allow minors to
be out during the curfew period.

� When the minor is accompanied by a
parent.

� When the minor is emancipated by
state law.

� When the minor is engaged in lawful
activity which requires their presence
in a public place during the curfew
hours.

� When the minor is going to or from
employment, religious activities,
theater, sport event, or other
associational activities.


